
  

First Presbyterian Church 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 5, 2021 at 10:00 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 

 

Opening Sentences  

One: Here at the feast of God’s holy word and holy meal, 

All:  eyes and ears are opened so that we may all be made glad and filled with hope. 

 

Gathering Music    Cello Suite No.1 in G Major, BWV 1007: “III. Courante” — J.S. Bach 

  Kathryn Dark, viola 

 

*  Call to Confession 

One: Many people brought their greatest needs to Jesus, 

certain that he would help them. 

With that same confidence, let us confess our failings  

and seek forgiveness. 

 

*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  Almighty and compassionate God, every day, in our desire to attain our 

wants, avoid discomfort, and shun those we do not know or love, we show 

ourselves to be unworthy of your gifts of life. Of this we are sorely aware, and we 

ask your power to renew us in body and spirit, that we will be able, through your 

help, to walk in the way you intend for us. 

Forgive us and lead us, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

*  Silent Prayer 

 

*  Assurance of Pardon 

One: Just as Jesus made the deaf to hear and the mute to speak, our merciful God lifts our 

burdens from us, removes the failures of our past, and turns us to new life. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew! 

 

*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 



 

 

Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 

 

GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

All:  Holy God, whose Spirit comes to us in moments of both strength and 

weakness, come now into our midst that we might be able to hear your Word in 

fullness and in truth, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading James 2:1-17 

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious 

Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your 

assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the 

one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is 

poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among 

yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and 

sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 

kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. 

Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they 

who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? You do well if you really 

fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 

For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of 

it. For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not 

murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a 

transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of 

liberty. For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy 

triumphs over judgment. What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have 

faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks 

daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and 

yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it 

has no works, is dead.  

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon  “Labor Day” Dr. Gerdts 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Invitation 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer A Celtic liturgy designed by John Philip Newell 

One: Great Creator Spirit, from whom all life comes forth: here we gather again with 

bread and juice seeking your presence, longing once more to be nourished, 

hungering for wholeness in our lives, for unity on earth and for peace among 

the nations. 
 

Here we gather with bread and with juice, but with more than bread and juice. 

With everything that we see and sense around us, with visible and invisible 

energies that pulse with life, we join our souls in the song that vibrates 

throughout the whole of creation. 
 

Into our brokenness came the memory of wholeness. 

All:  Into our sickness came the medicine of grace. 

One: Into our fear came the revelation of love. 

All: Christ born among us, 

One: One of us, 

All:  Child of heaven, 

One: Son of womankind, 

All:  Bearer of forgiveness, 

One: Healer of our nature, 

All:  Restorer of wisdom, 

One: Liberator of the oppressed, 

All:  Rejected by the religious, 

One: Scorned by the state, 

All:  Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

One: Heart of humanity, 

All:  Soul of creation, 

One: Lamb of God. 
 

All:  Come upon us with your Holy Spirit, O God, and upon this bread and this 

juice, that they may be vibrant with your presence, nurturing what is deepest 

within us, and making us again one body. Through Christ, with Christ, in 

Christ.  
 

Hear us now, O God, as we pray the prayer Christ taught us:  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

  
 



 

Distribution of the Elements 

Breaking of the Bread 

For on the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to 

God, broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat: This is my body 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me!” 
 

Pouring of the Cup 

In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave 

it to them saying: “Drink this, all of you. This cup is the new covenant sealed 

with my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

Hymn “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” Denise Tucker, soprano 

 

LEAVE TO SERVE 
 

*  Charge and Benediction 

 

Sending Music  “Czárdás”— V. Monti Anthony Sharp, piano 
 

 
   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able. 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 

Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 

information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe here. 

 

COVID GUIDELINES – The COVID Response Team has made the decision to return to the 

guidelines set out at the beginning of the summer so that we can continue to worship in person but also 

ensure the safety of those unable to be vaccinated and the well-being of families who want to keep kids 

in school. Please see the full list of guidelines below. 

 

NURSERY – Please note that the nursery will be CLOSED today, September 5, due to the Labor Day 

Weekend. 

 

GOOD NEWS AND GOOD NEWS! Today marks Anthony Sharp’s last Sunday as our Worship Pianist. It 

has been a privilege to worship with him this summer, but that is not the end of the story: Anthony has 

graciously agreed to be our Bass Section Leader again for the coming season, so you will get to enjoy his 

talents throughout the year! We very much look forward to welcoming Anthony back to choir again. And we 

look forward to welcoming our New Principal Organist, Lucas Brown, next Sunday! Keep your ear to the 

ground for more info about Lucas coming soon! 

 

CONVERSATION ON RACE IS OFF THIS WEEK – The next meeting is on September 26. We 

will discuss the book Caste, by Isabel Wilkerson. Join us after worship in the choir room. All Cherry 

Hill high school students were assigned this as summer reading - let’s join them and find out why! 

Questions? Email Becky Bryan: rebeccabryan@me.com.  

❖ 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com


 

SIGN UP FOR 9/11 BELL RINGING – On Saturday, September 11, First Presbyterian will continue its 

tradition of commemorating the victims of the September 11 attacks by reading their names and ringing our 

bells. This year we will be outdoors: One person will be in the bell tower to ring the large bell at the times 

when the planes hit the Towers, and when the planes crashed in Pennsylvania and into the Pentagon. 

Following the first ring, volunteers on the front lawn of the church will read the names of the fallen, and 

other volunteers will ring large handbells. If you are interested in participating, please sign up using this 

Realm event. (You don’t need to be a Realm user to sign up.) Walk-up readers and ringers also welcome! 

Contact Betsy Westermaier with questions. 

 

CHOIRS ARE REORGANIZING – If you are thinking about signing yourself or your child up for a vocal 

or bell choir this fall, now is the time to get in touch with Peter Leibensperger or Nancy Ruth Wainwright. 

Go to the music page on the church website (http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/music-ministry) to find 

schedules and COVID guidelines. 

 

NURSERY WORKERS – Looking to earn some extra cash? We are looking to staff our nursery as many 

of our wonderful nursery helpers headed off to college. Ideal candidates will be high school aged or older 

with ample babysitting experience and/or certification. Must love babies and toddlers!  This is a paid 

position! Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling for more details at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – We will be holding off meeting in person until we meet again in the Sanctuary, 

which will be October 10th at the earliest. While we are disappointed to not be able to meet in person in 

September, we are confident that if we take precautions now, we will be back together safely in no time. 

Look for virtual lessons to be sent out starting mid-September. 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS – Calling all rising 10th graders! The 2021-2022 confirmation class is 

forming now! Notifications have already gone out regarding this year’s confirmation class and if you have 

not received an email yet and want to participate, please reach out to gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org for 

more info. We are excited to bring back this rewarding year of learning and growth to our church youth.  

 

CAN YOU HELP? A member of the congregation is about to buy a new Windows-based computer and 

will need assistance setting it up when it arrives. Is there a knowledgeable teen or adult who is willing to 

assist? The member lives in Cherry Hill and the timing is flexible. If you can help or know someone 

who can, please contact Paul Urian at umanpaul@me.com for more details.  

 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY RESUMES SEPTEMBER 14 – The Porch Study will resume on Zoom on 

Tuesday, September 14. We will also meet on Tuesday, September 28, and Tuesday, October 12. We 

will be starting with Philippians, Chapter 3. Meetings start at 7 p.m. and end by 8:30 p.m. All are 

welcome. If you are new and don’t yet have the link, contact the church office. 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY resumes on Thursday, September 16, on Zoom to begin a 

discussion of the Letter to the Hebrews. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT CLASS MONDAYS – 11:00 a.m. to noon on Zoom. Questions? Contact Doug.  

 

DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (8 a.m. via Zoom) is ongoing and open to all. The 

text for the coming week is James 3:1-12. 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BOOK STUDY on Richard Rohr is ongoing Wednesdays @ 7:30 p.m., Zoom link.  

 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NjYwM2YwMDQtZjUwYi00ZmRlLTkyODAtYWQ5NjAwYjBiNzBl
mailto:beewulf@mac.com
mailto:pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:nancyruthw@comcast.net
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/music-ministry
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:umanpaul@me.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89690358920
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85191934318
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88159193953


 

STEPHEN MINISTRY INTEREST MEETING – In light of increased COVID restrictions, the 

Stephen Ministry interest meeting has been rescheduled for Wednesday, October 13th at 7:00.  Stay 

tuned for more details.  

 

THANKS FOR THE BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES! Please keep them coming so the 

Camden Community Center can help the kids served get ready for school. There will be a Blessing of 

the Backpacks on September 26 during worship – in-person and online. Bring donations to worship or 

drop off on Sundays at 11, office-side door. Contact the church office if you would like to bring 

donations during the week. 

 

TELL YOUR STORY – Mabel Kay Senior Center is excited to announce a new project starting in 

October: you (Haddonfield seniors) will have the opportunity to document your own life story (with a little 

help of course). Mabel Kay will be collaborating with a 9th-grade English class from Haddonfield 

Memorial High School to write your memoir. The students will meet with you over the course of the 

semester, interview you, get to know your life story, write it up, and hand you a finished product for you to 

keep or to hand down to your family (a holiday gift perhaps?). We even have a professional photographer, 

Amanda Hall (of Amanda Hall Studios), volunteering her time to take photos for the final product. We will 

be COVID-conscious and either meet outside if the weather is nice, inside with masks, or via Zoom 

technology if necessary. (We’ll talk you through Zoom if you don’t know how to use it.) Intergenerational 

programming is one of our goals at Mabel Kay – such a great way for kids to learn from you and you to 

learn from the kids. RSVPs are mandatory and it will require a commitment on your part to attend the 

sessions with the kids since it is a class assignment (loosely once a week for four weeks, exact timing 

TBD). Contact Sheri Siegel, ssiegel@haddonfield-nj.gov or (856) 354-8789, with questions or to sign up. 

Write on! See other programming news on the Senior Ministry page of the church website. 

 

ST. WILFRID’S: This week marks the 76th straight week that the Open Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s has 

distributed food during the pandemic; 111 bags, 7,095 total. Over 177,375 pounds of food and dry goods, 

distributed by the all-volunteer, everything-donated, nobody-gets-paid Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s.  

Christmas preparation has begun with this wonderful Christmas registry. We are also accepting new toys 

from places other than the Amazon registry. Please click on the link to see if you want to buy a toy to support 

our effort. The delivery address is to Rose Guthrie in Blackwood. Any volunteers can email Rose directly: 

intrepidrose@hotmail.com. Last year we distributed 369 toy packages made up of 2 or three toys each. 

Current Needs: Cold cereal and tuna, diapers—sizes 2 and 6, and baby wipes. We really give away baby 

wipes. As always, we need plastic grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper grocery bags to put inside 

the plastic bags so they don’t rip, and newspaper bags to hold hygiene products. Donations may be dropped 

off weekdays in the St Wilfrid’s bin on the steps of Grace Episcopal Church (PATCO side) and Sundays on 

the table outside Fellowship Hall or after the service on the cart near the bench near the office door on the 

Masonic Temple side of the church. 

We are very short of volunteers to make PBnJ sandwiches in September. We give away about 300 

sandwiches each Saturday. Each volunteer makes 30 sandwiches, which are collected on Thursdays. If you as 

a family or any service groups would like to take this on as a project—we need you!!!!! Please select a 

donation week by signing up on this signup form or call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 and leave a 

message.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1 

Drivers are needed Saturday mornings to deliver fresh fruit and vegetables to St. Wilfrid’s between  

8-9 a.m. If you can help- please contact Paul Urian at umanpaul@me.com  

 

 

 

mailto:ssiegel@haddonfield-nj.gov
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/senior-care
https://smile.amazon.com/registries/custom/C0BPZCQM7V9W/guest-view?ref=cm_sw_em_r_gr_un_4L1bCni31qPWZ
mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1
mailto:umanpaul@me.com


 

2021 CHURCH OFFERING UPDATE: 

Envelope Giving, year to date: $348,820.00;   Budget $690,000.00 

Loose Offering YTD:                    $1280.00;   Budget     $7,500.00 

Per Capita YTD:                            $5860.00;   Budget   $14,500.00 

 

OFFERING HELP IN TROUBLED TIMES – The list of neighbors nearby and around the world needing 

care and assistance is great. To assist Afghan refugees coming to New Jersey, please read the letter from 

Executive Presbyter Debby Brincivalli posted on the Mission page of FPCH’s website—Bordentown 

Presbyterian Church is coordinating relief efforts for the Presbytery. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance also 

provides ways to help with crises around the world including hurricane relief. Here is their website, their 

hurricane response, and their response to Afghanistan.  

 

♦ 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
 

Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal 

prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, 

please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as 

the originator of the request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 

 

Prayers for the Church 

• Please pray for a beloved friend suffering with pain and addiction issues (8/24 – A. Reinicker)  

• Pray for Jay Martin and his recent diagnosis and surgery (8/20 – J. Blank) 

• Please continue to pray for Caroline Yount, Geoff Mulvihill and their family. (8/20 – C. Crumley).   

• Pray for Pat McGrody who is juggling several health concerns. Pray also for the doctors’ wisdom 

and discernment, and for Denise and John and the Wackes family! (8/18 – D. Wackes) 

• Continued prayers for Bill Generao who is coping with mobility issues.  Pray that answers would be 

revealed and that the Spirit will continue to care and provide for the family (8/18 – pastors)  

• Prayers for cousins, Nancy and Don, who are both experiencing medical concerns and questions 

(8/17 – C. Carty) 

• Prayers for George and Peggy Spellmeyer as George recovers from serious medical issues (8/17 – C. 

Carty). 

• Prayers for the family and friends of Martha NiHaley who passed away from complications from a 

head injury sustained from a fall. Martha was a compassionate and close friend of the Gormley family 

and many others who are sad to lose her friendship and good counsel (8/12 – L. Gormley-Divine). 

• Gratitude and Praise for answered prayers! Kathryn Dark’s boyfriend, Jamie, has been released from 

the hospital and is recovering, and Kathryn has returned home safely (8/9 – M. Dark) 

• Pray for the Routon’s grandson Mikey, that the way be made clear for him to receive a service dog! 

(8/6 – C. Carty) 

• Please pray for Paula and her sister Kathryn, that they would both welcome spiritual and physical 

support (8/3 – pastors)  

• Please pray for Roy Probst’s recovery from back surgery and cancer (7/26 – pastors) 

• Pray for Megan Mascena Gaspar, who is undergoing daily radiation 5 days a week for 6 weeks.  

Prayers for healing and that she continues to feel held in God’s arms. (7/25 – J. Mascena) 

• Continued prayers for Gail who is undergoing chemotherapy treatment every other week.  (7/21 – L. 

Hess)  

• Prayers for Jim Poole who has been diagnosed with ALS. Jim lives in South Carolina (7/15 – I. Pross) 

• Continued prayers for Jane Poynton (7/14 – pastors) 

• Continued prayers for Dan and Tish Colombi and their family (7/14 – pastors) 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/mission-outreach
https://pda.pcusa.org/
https://pcusa.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=4f1f29888cabf5d45f866fe457737a23.3149&s=88759a2c64c755a790672422cc5a64dc
https://pcusa.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=4f1f29888cabf5d45f866fe457737a23.3149&s=88759a2c64c755a790672422cc5a64dc
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/pda-blog/2021/08/18/afghanistan-evacuations-and-refugees/


 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

If you are unvaccinated or don’t feel well, please worship online. 

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE: 

▪ Users of stairs: Enter and exit through the side entrance on the Playground Side.  

▪ Elevator users: Enter and exit through the Masonic Temple side of the building.  

▪ Exiting: Deacons and ushers will excuse by row so that distancing can be maintained. Follow signs 

and ushers to proper exit. Please take all conversations outside. 

 

DRESS CODE: 

▪ Congregants: Masks are required at all times inside the building (if you are over 2). Please BYO – 

we’ll have a limited number of extras just in case. 

▪ Worship Leaders: Masks are required until they reach the area where they are isolated from contact 

with the congregation. 

 

Per CDC Guidelines a mask must completely cover the nose and mouth, fit snugly against the sides of the face 

with no gaps and should not have valves or vents. (Bandanas, scarves, and face shields alone are not sufficient.) 

 

DURING WORSHIP: 

▪ Seating: Chairs will be set up six feet apart. Family units can pull chairs together if they wish. 

▪ Singing: Nope – leave it to the professionals. 

▪ Praying: Out-loud corporate prayers (Confession, Lord’s Prayer, etc.) – This one is a yes!  

▪ Sharing the Peace of Christ: Use a peace sign, a bow, a pantomime, a wave, or other sign of Christ’s 

love, but please stay six feet apart. 

▪ Offering: Look for offering baskets when you enter or exit. Or give online. 

▪ Communion: Elements will be individually and safely packaged – instructions will be given! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor/Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 
The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 
Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 
Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Kris Bean, Business Manager – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 
Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  
Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 
Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

❖ 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/

